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Abstract of the dissertation
Author's surname, first name: Nazghaidze Nino
Title of the dissertation: Literary heritage of Goderdzi Chokheli

Keywords: Goderdzi Chokheli, religion, existentialism, patriotism, nature.

Pertinence of the Problem

The considered problem is relevant due to the fact that the scope of valuable research
focused on Goderdzi Chokheli is quite small. However, discussing his multifaceted work and
presenting it to the readers is both an enviable task and a challenge for the researchers of
Georgian literature. We believe that the writer and filmmaker, despite being loved by the people,
is not properly understood and appreciated. Out of his mostly deeply philosophical literary
heritage, the Georgian society is mostly familiar with its light-hearted, humorous part. However,
the writer's works contain more serious, and much more important layers, without considering
which we can only claim knowledge of solely its surface. Goderdzi Chokheli brings up to the
readership and audience, and addresses issues such as: God's place and role in a desperate
society, the theme of the homeland, the problem of human freedom and responsibility, the
eternal confrontation between good and evil, traditions and their importance in the self-
determination of the nation, human dependence on nature, struggle of an individual to approach
oneself, and so on. The author has himself repeated in interviews and essays that you should
write about what you know well, what has moved through your soul and has left a mark. Our
choice of the research topic was partly due to the fact that we are quite familiar with the writer's
native environment, which allows us to see and interpret some issues from the insider’s

perspective.

Goderdzi Chokheli's oeuvre has represented the era in which the writer lived and worked.
This was one of the most exciting time periods in the history of our literature. Some researchers

would call this period — that of "anticipation of transfiguration." Indeed, the 70s and 80s of the



last century were marked by the entry of a new generation into the already revived literary arena.
The new blood brought new themes and trends, which, of course, can be found in Chokheli's
work. This is another reason why the research of the works of this writer and film director may

be seen as relevant by the literary community.

Novelty of the Study

As already mentioned, the number of valuable researches focusing on Goderdzi
Chokheli's works is quite modest. What would create the scientific novelty of the dissertation
for Georgian literary criticism is a possibly complete presentation of the ancient beliefs of the
Georgians (as far as the available scholarly publications and folklore material allows us) and a
discussion of their relationship with Christianity in Goderdzi Chokheli's work; Also, an
analysis of the writer's literary heritage in its relation to existentialism. It is true that Goderdzi
Chokheli's relationship with nature has been considered by several critics, but the step-by-
step approach to nature observable in his work, as far as we know, has not been noticed as yet
- we mean the gradual crossing of the boundary between man and nature, and finally its

complete erasure.

The presented research publication as a whole is an attempt to allocate an appropriate
place for Goderdzi Chokheli, as one of the outstanding creative artists and thinkers of the last
century (and not just the author of the readership’s favorite light-hearted texts), and in the

history of modern Georgian literature.



Aims and Objectives of the Dissertation Research

The aim of the dissertation research is to advance the study of the literary heritage of
Goderdzi Chokheli, one of the most interesting and versatile Georgian creative professionals
of the 20th century. Of course, it is very difficult to fully exhaust covering the oeuvre of a
writer within a single such work, but we have tried to identify and analyze the main themes

and trends of Chokheli's heritage.

The task of our research is to determine which literary current the author belongs to;
To consider G. Chokheli's attitude toward the ancient religious beliefs preserved in the
highlands of Eastern Georgia; To find out how these beliefs were reflected in the writer's works
and how he could reconcile them with Christianity; Also, based on the author's literary
heritage and existing scientific literature, to analyze Goderdzi Chokheli's relations with the
ever-relevant topics of freedom, self-search, belief and godlessness, confrontation of good and

evil, service to the homeland, and relationship with nature.

Theoretical and Methodological Foundations of the Research

The main material for the interpretation of the work is, first of all, presented by the text
itself. However, it is also extremely important, due to the specifics of the issues under
consideration, to properly select the appropriate research methodology.

In the presented dissertation, both inductive and deductive methods of research are
used in the analysis of the literary material.

Using the intertextual method, based on comparative analysis, the connection of
Goderdzi Chokheli's works with the thoughts of world-renowned philosophers or writers has
been revealed.

In order to reveal the main tendencies of the author's creative work, such traditional



literary methods as descriptive, psychoanalytic, comparative and other approaches have been

applied in the research.

The Scientific Value and Potential Practical Significance of the Research Results

The dissertation will be of interest to researchers of the latest Georgian literature and
of the works by Goderdzi Chokheli, students of the relevant profile, as well as to anyone
interested in Georgian literature and culture.
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